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Things Funders Can Do
To Address The Global Refugee Crisis
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5 Things Funders Can Do To Address The Global Refugee Crisis

As the world faces one of the largest refugee  
crisises since World War II, understanding how to  
ĨunĚ eīective solutions has proven to ďe a Ěiĸcult, 
coŵpleǆ tasŬ. When the sources oĨ the political 
turŵoil anĚ conŇict causing this Ňoǁ oĨ people 
change daily, it’s challenging to address unmet 
huŵanitarian neeĚs.

Record Refugee Crisis Needs 
Innovative Funders

UN appeals are never fully funded by governments, 
making private funders vital to helping in this crisis.

One thing that has not changed is that the funding 
Ĩor the gloďal reĨugee crisis has ďeen ǁoeĨully 
lacŬing. While the United Nations Refugee Agency 
;hN,CZͿ alǁays operates ǁith the assuŵption that 
they ǁill never receive 100 percent ĨunĚing ǁhen 
they issue an eŵergency appeal, the gloďal reĨugee 
crisis has ďeen ĨunĚeĚ to ũust ϰ0 percent. dhe gap 
in ĨunĚing, ǁhile Ĩrustrating to those responĚing to 
the crisis, leaves private Ěonors a ǁiĚe array oĨ 
options to act ƋuicŬly anĚ thoughƞully.

/Ĩ you are a Ěonor interesting in ĨunĚing solutions, 
here are Įve possiďle actions you can taŬe to 
aĚĚress the gloďal reĨugee crisis͗

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us
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Support long-term recovery 
rather than quick fixes.

The Center for Disaster Philanthropy grant to Mercy Corps supports two No Lost Generation Community Centers that 
address the critical needs of more than 360 adolescents, their families, and communities in Syria.

AccorĚing to hN,CZ, the average length oĨ 
Ěisplaceŵent Ĩor a reĨugee is close to tǁenty 
years. Solutions to this long-terŵ Ěisplaceŵent 
are neither easy nor ƋuicŬ. /ncreasingly, ĨunĚers 
shoulĚ thinŬ long-terŵ aďout issues such as 
eĚucation, ũoďs, liĨe sŬills, sustainaďle energy 
sources, anĚ ŵost oĨ all restoring hope anĚ  
Ěignity to reĨugees. 

dhe Center Ĩor Disaster Philanthropy s͛ Global 
Refugee Crisis Fund gave grants to Dercy Corps 

anĚ Concern WorlĚǁiĚe to support teen anĚ 
coŵŵunity centers Ĩor internally ĚisplaceĚ persons 
insiĚe Syria. dhe teen centers alloǁ aĚolescents 
access to psychosocial support services, eĚucation 
opportunities, anĚ recreational outlets. dhe 
coŵŵunity center proviĚes a saĨe place oĨ 
protection Ĩor ǁoŵen anĚ girls anĚ alloǁs theŵ  
to access aĚĚitional prograŵs Ĩor livelihooĚs  
anĚ eĚucation.

http://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/2015-refugee-crisis-fund/
http://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/2015-refugee-crisis-fund/
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Provide flexible funding.

The IRC and partners need flexible funding to meet the ever-changing needs of refugees who continue to 
face uncertain futures.

dhe constantly changing nature oĨ the crisis 
reƋuires that international nongovernŵental 
organiǌations ;/N'KsͿ ŵaintain prograŵŵatic 
Ňeǆiďility. /N'Ks neeĚ to ďe aďle to aĚũust  
eīorts to ďe responsive to the ongoing situation  
on the grounĚ. With that in ŵinĚ, ĨunĚers ŵust  
vet the potential grantee organiǌations anĚ their 
prograŵs thoroughly, ďut then trust those 
organiǌations anĚ their leaĚership to Ěo their ũoďs. 

&or eǆaŵple, International Rescue Committee (IRC) 
responĚeĚ ƋuicŬly ǁhen reĨugees surgeĚ into 
�urope, ďoth via routes across the DeĚiterranean 

Sea anĚ on Ĩoot over the �alŬan Peninsula. �ut 
ĨreƋuent ďorĚer closings anĚ thousanĚs oĨ people on 
the ŵove ĨorceĚ theŵ to aĚũust to Ěiīering neeĚs. 

As one aiĚ ǁorŬer put it, ͞dhere is no ǁay to 
prepare Ĩor ǁaves oĨ people that one Ěay ŵight  
ďe Ĩaŵilies, the neǆt Ěay ŵight ďe single ŵen or 
ǁoŵen, anĚ another Ěay ŵight ďe ŵostly 
aĚolescents ǁho are then gone in a Ěay or tǁo. 
dhey all have Ěiīerent concerns anĚ physical 
neeĚs.͟  &leǆiďle ĨunĚing alloǁeĚ /ZC to Ěevelop  
a niŵďle response to chaotic neeĚs.

https://www.rescue.org/
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Advocacy about the history of refugees in the United States is key to their transition and accep-
tance during resettlement.

Develop 
innovative 
partnerships.
Strategic collaďorations are 
not only ŵore eĸcient, they 
oŌen leaĚ to ŵore innovative
solutions. yyleŵ WaterŵarŬ
ĚevelopeĚ a long-terŵ
partnership ǁith Dercy
Corps that alloǁeĚ theŵ
to responĚ to Ěisasters anĚ
crises, incluĚing Syria reĨugee
relieĨ, on several levels.

Along ǁith an eŵployee 
ŵatch prograŵ that proviĚes 
a portion oĨ the coŵpany s͛ 
ĨunĚing to Dercy Corps, 
yyleŵ proviĚes coŵpany 
resources to Dercy Corps. 
&or eǆaŵple, the coŵpany 
proviĚeĚ a custom pump to 
support Mercy Corps’ water 
provision anĚ protection at a 
reĨugee caŵp in :orĚan.

4 Strengthen assistance to 
refugees within the U.S.
�ach year the h.S. aĚŵits tens oĨ thousanĚs oĨ reĨugees escaping conŇict. 
Donors can play an iŵportant role in helping theŵ integrate into local 
coŵŵunities. Puďlic inĨorŵation anĚ eĚucation coulĚ ďe strengtheneĚ to 
ďuilĚ support Ĩor ŵore eīective reĨugee policies. Grantmakers  Concerned 
with Immigrants and Refugees ;'C/ZͿ has recoŵŵenĚeĚ that h.S.-ďaseĚ 
aĚvocacy ďe ĨocuseĚ on access to services. /ntegration prograŵs ǁoulĚ help 
reĨugees ǁith transportation, cultural aǁareness, eĚucation, health, anĚ 
single-genĚer transition. 

http://xylemwatermark.com/2013/01/02/refugees-in-jordan/
http://xylemwatermark.com/2013/01/02/refugees-in-jordan/
http://xylemwatermark.com/2013/01/02/refugees-in-jordan/
https://www.gcir.org/
https://www.gcir.org/
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5 Explore funding 
opportunities.

When funders help wage-earning refugees find jobs, they provide opportunities for refugees to work, contribute to 
society, and save for the future.

ProĚuctive, ǁage-earning reĨugees ǁant 
opportunities to ǁorŬ anĚ contriďute to society. 
&unĚers can help these inĚiviĚualsͶǁhether they 
are in the h.S. or in countries arounĚ the ǁorlĚͶ
achieve selĨ-suĸciency ďy proviĚing ũoďs, training, 
anĚ ŵentoring prograŵs. 

Achieving selĨ-suĸciency also ŵeans paying close 
aƩention to the neeĚs oĨ aĚolescents, particularly 

in the areas oĨ language, eĚucation, anĚ 
livelihooĚsͬsŬills training. Zesearch Ĩroŵ Protect 
the People has ĨounĚ that sŵall, local organiǌations 
are aďle to help reĨugees oďtain sŬills anĚ connect 
ǁith sŵall ďusinesses. &or eǆaŵple, in durŬey, a 
sŵall organiǌation calleĚ Rizk has helped to place 
several thousanĚ Syrians into ũoďs. 

http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/08/syrian-refugees-turkey-ngo-employment.html
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How Will You  
Address The Crisis?

dhe Center Ĩor Disaster Philanthropy launcheĚ the 
Global Refugee Crisis Fund to proviĚe ĨunĚers the 
opportunity to collectively anĚ ŵore eīectively 
help reĨugees anĚ internally ĚisplaceĚ persons. 
'iŌs to the ĨunĚ alloǁ you to aĚĚress ďoth critical, 
iŵŵeĚiate neeĚs as ǁell as the long-terŵ 
challenges oĨ the ongoing crisis. >everage your 
iŵpact on the crisis ǁith a Ěonation to the Global 
Refugee Crisis Fund.  

We can also help you ŵaŬe thoughƞul investŵent 
Ěecisions in this crisis. Kur staī, ďoarĚ, anĚ aĚvisory 
council ďring ŵore than one hunĚreĚ years oĨ 
coŵďineĚ eǆperience in Ěisaster ŵanageŵent, 
philanthropy, anĚ nonproĮt leaĚership to you 
through strategic, one-on-one guiĚance. 

&inĚ out hoǁ the Center Ĩor Disaster Philanthropy 
can ŵeet your organiǌation͛s values anĚ Ěisaster 
philanthropy oďũectives. 

ScheĚule a one-on-one consultation ǁith͗ 

Regine Webster, Vice President
Regine.Webster@disasterphilanthropy.org
;206Ϳ 972-0187

Research and writing by Anna R. Hurt, CDP Disaster 
Management Analyst
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