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Thank You to Our Co-Sponsors
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This webinar is co-sponsored by: 



How to Participate

¨ Look for fully captioned webinar recording and summary at 
disasterphilanthropy.org.

¨ Submit questions using Q & A box at the bottom of your screen.

¨ Use #CDP4Recovery to tweet along during the webinar. 
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http://disasterphilanthropy.org/


“Acknowledgment is a simple, powerful way of showing 
respect and a step toward correcting the stories and practices 
that erase Indigenous people’s history and culture and toward 
inviting and honoring the truth.”

https://usdac.us/nativeland

Land Acknowledgement5



Complex Emergencies
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¨ According to the UN World Health Organization:
¤ Complex emergencies are situations of disrupted livelihoods and threats to life produced 

by warfare, civil disturbance and large-scale movements of people, in which any 
emergency response has to be conducted in a difficult political and security environment.

¤ Complex emergencies combine internal conflict with large-scale displacements of people, 
mass famine or food shortage, and fragile or failing economic, political, and social 
institutions. 

¤ Often, complex emergencies are also exacerbated by natural disasters.
https://www.who.int/environmental_health_emergencies/complex_emergencies/en/

https://www.who.int/environmental_health_emergencies/complex_emergencies/en/


Types of Humanitarian Crises
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Conventionally there are three types of humanitarian crises:

¨ Man-made crises:  This includes armed conflict, a governance crisis train and plane crashes, as well as 
technological accidents – chemical spills, explosions, nuclear accidents. 

¨ Natural disasters (the intersection of a natural hazard and population): Including geophysical (e.g., 
earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanic eruptions), hydrological (e.g., floods, avalanches), climatological (e.g., 
droughts), meteorological (e.g., storms, cyclones), or biological (e.g., epidemics, plagues).

¨ Complex emergencies: Generally, a combination of both man-made crises and natural disasters. They tend to 
be long lasting and also include crises of internally displaced persons and/or refugees. They are exacerbated 
by each event and the interactions are synergistic.

https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/health-crises/0/steps/22887

https://www.futurelearn.com/info/courses/health-crises/0/steps/22887


Characteristics of Complex Emergencies
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Such “complex emergencies” are typically characterized by: 

¨ Extensive violence and loss of life. 

¨ Displacements of populations.

¨ Widespread damage to societies and economies.

¨ The need for large-scale, multi-faceted humanitarian assistance.

¨ The hindrance or prevention of humanitarian assistance by political and military constraints.

¨ Significant security risks for humanitarian relief workers in some areas.

https://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/disaster-management/about-disasters/definition-of-hazard/complex-emergencies/

https://www.ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/disaster-management/about-disasters/definition-of-hazard/complex-emergencies/


Scope of the Problem
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¨ United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

n Warning that in 2020 a record number of 168 million people around the world would be in 
need to humanitarian aid.

n Due to prolonged conflict, failing economies and extreme climate events. 

n COVID-19 pandemic.

¨ For 2021, OCHA estimates:

n Around 235 million people around the world will be dependent on humanitarian aid and 
protection.

n An increase of 41% in one year.

https://www.iberdrola.com/social-commitment/humanitarian-crises-causes-effects-solutions

https://www.iberdrola.com/social-commitment/humanitarian-crises-causes-effects-solutions


Costs of Humanitarian Assistance
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https://devinit.org/resources/global-humanitarian-assistance-report-2020/executive-summary/

https://devinit.org/resources/global-humanitarian-assistance-report-2020/executive-summary/


Speakers
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Reshma Adatia
International Operations Coordinator
Head of Humanitarian Diplomacy 
Médecins Sans Frontières

George Readings
Global Crisis Analysis Lead
International Rescue Committee

Robert Miyashiro
Program Officer, 
International Programs
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
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George Readings
Global Crisis Analysis Lead
International Rescue Committee



Rescue.org/watchlist2021
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International Operations Coordinator
Head of Humanitarian Diplomacy
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Robert Miyashiro
Program Officer, International Programs
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation



Disaster funding background

¨ Historical context
¤ Disaster grantmaking since 1989.
¤ Continual adaptations to better respond to the emerging needs of sector, with 

increasing focus on resilience-building, systems strengthening opportunities.
¤ Recent decision to develop separate Refugees Initiative.

¨ Grantmaking precedent
¤ Flexibility:  Geographically and thematically agnostic.
¤ Timing:  Less focus on immediate relief, more consideration for medium- and 

longer-term response efforts.



Rescue.org



Grantmaking opportunities

¨ Event selection
¤ Internal recommendations.
¤ Watchlists and other informational sources.

¨ Efforts supported
¤ Identifying strategic gaps.
¤ Supporting local humanitarian leadership.
¤ Leveraging funds and other opportunities.

¨ Challenges
¤ Resource limitations.





WATCHLIST COUNTRIES ACCOUNT FOR THE 
GLOBAL DISPLACEMENT CRISIS

Created with Flourish



Rescue.org





Engaging with philanthropy

¨ Background
¤ Local Humanitarian Leadership group.
¤ Forum for grantmakers to connect, exchange information.

¨ Opportunities
¤ Identification of vetted, local partners.
¤ Additional funding inputs to fully support proposals.
¤ Mezzanine-level support for continuing projects.

¨ Challenges
¤ Alignment with strategies, fund availability, risk tolerance.



Q and A
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Patty McIlreavy
President and CEO
Center for Disaster 
Philanthropy

¨ Submit questions 
using the Q & A box 
at the bottom of 
your screen. 

¨ Use #CDP4Recovery 
to tweet insights. George Readings

Global Crisis Analysis 
Lead
International Rescue 
Committee

Reshma Adatia
International 
Operations Coordinator
Head of Humanitarian 
Diplomacy 
Médecins Sans 
Frontières

Robert Miyashiro
Program Officer, 
International Programs
Conrad N. Hilton 
Foundation



Key Takeaways26
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¨ Localization does not mean ignoring international NGOs. 

¨ Ensure that the organizations you support have experience in the 
specific area of need. 

¨ Flexible funding is critical. 

¨ Take a long-term approach. 

¨ COVID-19 is a game changer. 



CDP Resources 27
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¨ CDP has a California Wildfires 
Recovery Fund, Atlantic 
Hurricane Season Recovery 
Fund, Global Disaster Recovery 
Fund, Disaster Recovery Fund 
and COVID-19 Response Fund

¨ Detailed Issue Insights
¨ Regularly updated Disaster 

Profiles
¨ For more information, visit 

www.disasterphilanthropy.org

https://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/cdp-california-wildfires-recovery-fund-2/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/cdp-atlantic-hurricane-season-recovery-fund-2/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/cdp-global-recovery-fund/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/cdp-disaster-recovery-fund/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/cdp-fund/cdp-covid-19-response-fund/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/our-approach/issue-insights/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/our-approach/disasters/
http://www.disasterphilanthropy.org/


¨ The Disaster Playbook has a 
number of toolkits and resources 
to guide the philanthropic 
community in responding to 
future disasters.

¨ Learn more: 
www.disasterplaybook.org
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http://www.disasterplaybook.org/


Questions?

For additional information, contact: 
Tanya Gulliver-Garcia 

Director of Learning and Partnerships
Tanya.Gulliver-Garcia@disasterphilanthropy.org


