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The webinar 
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to begin. 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/91261194@N06/49746728461/in/photostream/
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Photo: Prayers to the four directions - Woyatan Lutheran Church
Credit: Vicar Jonathon

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Submit questions 
Use the Q & A box at the bottom of your screen. 

Complete the survey.
The link will open as you exit the webinar.

Live captioning is available now 
via Zoom. Click on Closed Caption/Live Transcript 
to access it. 

Para ver la traducción en Español, 
toque el enlace “Interpretation” al fondo de la barra de 
menú’. Puedes seleccionar “Español” para oír el canal 
Español. Para sólo oír el idioma traducido, toque “Mute 
Original Audio” para silenciar el audio original.

https://woyatan-lutheran-church.business.site/


Strangers in a 
strange land: 
Migrants and 
disasters in
the U.S.
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Photo by Tim Mossholder on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@timmossholder?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/person-in-gray-hoodie-holding-green-and-brown-carton-ZoiUrv5fi-k?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
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Thank you to our co-sponsors
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Land 
Acknowledgment
“Acknowledgment is a simple, powerful way of showing respect and a step 
toward correcting the stories and practices that erase Indigenous people’s 
history and culture and toward inviting and honoring the truth.”

https://usdac.us/nativeland

CDP’s Land Acknowledgment is inspired by Dawn Knickerbocker, Native Americans in Philanthropy.

https://usdac.us/nativeland
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AT  THE  END  OF  THE  WEBINAR,  
GRANTMAKERS  WILL :

• Improve their understanding of the 
refugee, migrant and asylum seeker 
pipeline.

• Increase awareness of funding 
opportunities in sending and receiving 
communities.

• Learn how disasters differentially impact 
migrant workers.

Photo credit: Hayata Destek Derneği | Support to Life

https://www.supporttolife.org/
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Overview 

• 46.1 million immigrants in the U.S. 

• 13.9% of the U.S. population, similar proportion to 100 years ago. 

• Those seeking asylum in 2023 are fleeing complex humanitarian emergencies, 
including Venezuela, the war in Ukraine, the Northern Triangle of Central America 
and Haiti. 
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Definitions

• Refugee is a person who has fled their own country because they are at risk of serious 
human rights violations and persecution there. 

• Asylum seeker is a person who has left their country and is seeking protection from 
persecution and serious human rights violations in another country, but who hasn’t yet 
been legally recognized as a refugee and is waiting to receive a decision on their asylum 
claim. 

• Migrant is “someone who is moving from place to place (within his or her country or 
across borders), usually for economic reasons such as seasonal work.” 
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By the Numbers

• Encounters over the years
• Fiscal Year 2023 - 3.2 million
• 2022 - 2.76 million
• 2021 - 1.96 million
• 2020 - 700,000

• In 2023: 
• The largest number of asylum seekers came from Mexico at just under 736,000.
• 2,061,723 million single adults.
• 993,947 individuals in a family unit.
• 137,992 unaccompanied minors and 7,482 accompanied minors.

• Green cards
• Since 2007, the US has issued 1 million green cards annually.
• One-fifth in California.
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Speakers
T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  g u e s t s  f o r  j o i n i n g  u s  t o d a y .

# C D P 4 R e c o v e r y

Cynthia Hernández Zenobia LaiEliza Brennan

Senior Program Officer for 
Education and Migration

International Community 
Foundation

Training Director

Resilience Force

Executive Director
 
Houston Immigration Legal 
Services Collaborative



Legal Rights & 
Entitlements of 
migrants
• A right to apply for asylum

regardless of manner of entry.
• Cannot legally work
• Ineligible for any publicly-funded 

programs
• On their own
• In TX & FL, subject to busing to 

other parts of the country 
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Improve resources 
and protections for 

refugees and 
vulnerable migrants 

at the US-Mexico 
border

Foster healthy, 
inclusive 

relationships 
between host 

communities and 
newly arrived 
individuals

Support long-term 
capacity of the 

nonprofit ecosystem in 
Mexico supporting 
displaced people

ICF’s Border Funds (HRs and Migration) 

ICF’s Border Fund- a pooled fund for ongoing grantmaking and technical 
assistance, seeks to ensure acccess to:

1. Shelter, food and basic needs
2. Preventative and mental health

3. Legal services and advocacy
4. Education for children & adults

5. Welcoming & Inclusion

Since 2017, over $4 Million granted to 30+ organizations protecting the 
rights and dignity of people on the move, particularly at the California-

Baja California Border

Several Funds including 
the ICF Border Fund – 
Donor Advised Funds, 

and Agency Funds (fiscal 
sponsorship), seek to:



Outdated 
refugee & 
asylum system

1951 Refugee Convention & 1967 
Protocol
• Non-refoulement,
• Impetus – displacement caused by war, 

conflicts & persecution

Refugee (outside of host country) v. 
asylee (inside host country)
• Persecution on account of race, national 

origin, political opinion, religion, 
membership of particular social group

• Home country unable or unwilling to protect
• Internal relocation impossible
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Ensure Economic 
Development & 

Food Security within 
communities 

experiencing forced 
displacement. 

Scale and strengthen 
Sustainable 

Agriculture models that 
are profitable and 

ensure the ecological 
integrity and health of 

local communities.

Increase direct access 
to Sexual & 

Reproductive Health 
services, particularly 
for young women and 

girls.

ICF’s Central America Portfolio 

5 Active Funds 
including the Central 
America Grants Fund 
– pooled funding from 

individual + 
institutional donors 

for ongoing 
grantmaking

Since 2017, over $7 Million granted to 50+ organizations in 6 countries*

Co-powering Local 
Civil Society: 
Trust-Based 
Philanthropy 

Flexible funding 
Build Resilience

Leverage new funds

*Excluding grants for environmental conservation work in Panama and Belize

Jessica is an entrepreneur and 
extensionist graduate of 

FUNDESYRAM's program in 
the Apaneca Bisophere, El 

Salvador, where she operates 
a profitable organic farm and 

trains other women community 
members in sustainable 
agroecology practices.

Increase access to 
quality Education, 
Health and Basic 

Services.



Casa Mateo

Houston has extremely limited 
shelter capacity for migrants

Parishioners from Christ 
Church Cathedral in Houston 
visited border encampments, 

met with public officials, 
Houston area legal and social 

services

Inspired by the model of a 
successful Austin-based 

shelter serving asylum seekers 
and displaced immigrants

Obtained seed money from 
Episcopal Diocese, donated 

6-acre space, initial 
philanthropic support

Casa Mateo was born on 
11/01/2023 to provide shelter 

for 50 individuals, wrap-
around service to support 
their quest for safety and 

stability
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Founded in 1990
FY2023 – granted 

$13.6M 
Nimble, flexible and  
Weekly grant cycle

Based in San Diego -
Community 

Foundation model 
focused on Latin 

America, primarily 
Mexico and Central 

America

We work across borders to connect people, 
ideas and investments in the 

transformative power of community

Strategic Pillars 
include Human 

Rights & Migration: 
US-Mexico Border 

and Central 
America Portfolios
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NEXT  STEPS  AND  ACTIONS

Learn about the laws for people 
seeking asylum. 

Recognize that our economy would 
collapse without migrant workers. 

Address the original crises to reduce 
migration. 

Photo credit: Willmar Area Community Foundation

https://www.communitygiving.org/foundation/wacf/
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Expert Resources

Disaster Philanthropy Playbook

Website

• Blogs, Issue Insights, Disaster Profiles, 

Weekly Disaster Updates 

Webinars

Special Reports

• Measuring the State of Disaster Philanthropy

• COVID-19 and Philanthropy

• U.S. Household Disaster Giving Report

CDP Staff

• Speaking engagements, Analyses, Opinion 
Pieces, Consulting Services

disasterphilanthropy.org
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OUR UPCOMING WEBINAR

Race and poverty: Connecting disparities, 
disasters and equitable recovery

Jan. 11, 2024, at 1 p.m. ET (new time!)

disasterphilanthropy.org/events

Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash

http://www.disasterphilanthropy.org/events
https://unsplash.com/photos/yellow-textile-on-gray-concrete-floor-eLJDTynTgJY
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Thank You
For additional information, contact: 
Tanya Gulliver-Garcia 
Tanya.Gulliver-Garcia@disasterphilanthropy.org

C O N N E C T  W I T H  U S

D I S A S T E R P H I L A N T H R O P Y . O R G

@ F U N D S 4 D I S A S T E R


