
Measuring the State of 
Disaster Philanthropy 2023

IN 2021, $141.9M went toward reconstruction and recovery, tying 2014 for the second lowest percentage during the past 10 
years. COVID-19 funding was coded as “response and relief” unless donors specified a different assistance strategy.

ASIDE FROM THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, some of the notable disasters of 2021 included Hurricane Ida, winter storms and tornado 
outbreaks in the U.S., Haiti earthquake, Typhoon Rai in the Philippines, and flooding in India, China, Europe and Afghanistan.
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THE 10-YEAR TREND is based on 
Candid’s Foundation 1000, which 
contains grants of ≥$10,000 by 
1,000 of the largest U.S. community, 
corporate, independent and 
operating foundations. It excludes 
loans, grants to individuals, program- 
and mission-related investments, 
and grants from corporate giving 
programs, public charities and 
individual donors. Epidemics, 
primarily COVID-19, accounted for 
84% of giving in 2021.

THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC continued 
to drive disaster giving 
toward health and 
human services.
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Health $608.8M 20.5%

Human Services     $592.6M 19.9%

Other/Unknown $491.4M 16.5%
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Philanthropy & Nonprofit 
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International Relations   $216.6M 7.3%

Public Safety $194.1M 6.5%
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Communications    $28.7M 1.0%

Agriculture, Fishing & 
Forestry         $25.2M 0.9%
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According to Candid’s data as of September 
2023, of the $157.2 billion given by private and 
community foundations, corporations and public 
charities* in FY 2021, only 2% ($3.0 billion) 
went toward disasters. As more devastating 
disasters and humanitarian crises continue 
to hit communities worldwide, the need for 
philanthropic support for immediate aid and 
long-term recovery also grows. 

INITIATIVES THAT SPECIFICALLY SERVED CHILDREN 

AND YOUTH in the U.S. and worldwide received the 
highest percentage of funding, followed by giving 
for ethnic and racial groups, mainly in the U.S. for 
communities of color.

FUNDING BY ISSUE AREA

FUNDING BY POPULATION GROUP

OVERALL TOTAL DISASTER FUNDING,  2021

* The data set uses Candid’s data set as of Sept. 2023, which includes cash grants, grants to individuals, program-related investments and in-kind gifts 
with a monetary value. U.S. and non-U.S. donors are included. Of 3,941 donors, 3,785 are based in the United States. For U.S. community foundations, 
discretionary grants are included as well as donor-advised grants when provided by the foundation. To avoid double counting, transactions to grantmakers in 
the data set are excluded. The data set excludes pledges.
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